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Sunday  22nd December  2019 
St Philip’s, Gompo 

9 a.m. 

4th Sunday of Advent  
 

Isaiah 7:10-16 Ps 80:1-7, 17-19 Romans 1:1-7  
Matthew 1:18-25  

God’s grace in the midst of darkness  
 
“They shall name him Emmanuel, which means ‘God is with us’.” 
(Matt 1:23) 
 
INTRODUCTION  
 
Greetings to all the people of God gathered here this morning: 
Archdeacon Chuma and your family, Fr Brian Mona; churchwardens 
and PCC; lay ministers; our guilds: Mothers Union, Bernard Mizeki, 
St Agnes, Guild of St Vincent – our altar servers; DYG…all of 
God’s people, the body of Christ – I greet you all in the name of our 
Lord, Jesus Christ. 
 
I bring you greetings from Bishop Ebenezer Ntlali, our father in God, 
and I am here standing in his name and as his representative, together 
with Canon Dr Sam Beja, this morning. 
 
We are here following the shocking report and allegation of the rape 
of an 18-year-old server and member of St Agnes Guild, at a Servers 
Camp from this parish, by a lay minister, co-ordinator of servers and 
a leader in the choir, on Tuesday 10th December 2019. Dr Beja and I 
met with the executive of the parish this past Thursday; and we met 
with the family of the server. We also heard that the accused lay 
minister was arrested but has been granted bail. A full report was 
sent to the Bishop, who has written a pastoral letter to the parish. Dr 
Beja will read this. 
 
Because the person accused is a lay minister, holding the Bishop’s 
licence, our church requires, in terms of our Pastoral Standards, that 
the Bishop sets up an investigative team, consisting of persons 
mostly from outside the parish, so as to ensure objectivity.  The 
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team will consult with all parties connected in any way with the 
incident. Depending on the report of the team, there are a number of 
possible actions which could follow. These include counselling of all 
affected; discipline and withdrawal of a licence; and working with 
law enforcement agencies. The church’s investigative process is in 
parallel with the secular justice process followed by the SAPS 
through the courts. 
 
The lay minister has written to resign from all ministry and 
leadership in the life of the parish. We have accepted his resignation. 
This will last until the end of all secular and church investigations, 
trials, court cases, etc, have been concluded. 
 
Nobody has been suspended from Communion; and pastoral ministry 
must be given by the parish to all parties. This includes the altar 
servers who were on the camp, and their families, the girl and her 
family, the lay minister and his family – all of whom are 
communicant members of this parish. 
 
Please let us support and pray for your parish and diocesan 
leadership; your rector and archdeacon, churchwardens and PCC, 
and for our bishop. This is a difficult time for everyone. I 
acknowledge the anger and outrage that many people are feeling; the 
despair and sadness. When we are angry, we tend to hit out at others, 
look for people to blame, point fingers. We all need the grace of God 
as we deal with this matter. Ask ourselves, with every conversation, 
‘what would Jesus do or say?’ (WWJD?) And let us remember that 
we are held and carried by the grace of God, even now. May the 
Spirit of God guide us all. 
 
ADVENT 
 
The season of Advent is the 4 Sundays leading up to Christmas. The 
word “Advent” means “coming” or “arrival”. There is a chorus with 
the words “the advent of our King…” – the coming of our King and 
Lord and saviour, Jesus Christ. We use Advent to prepare our hearts 
for the coming of Christ at Christmas in his birth at Bethlehem, and 
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to prepare our lives for his return, his second coming, as Lord and 
King and Judge at the end of the world. 
 
Today, the 4th Sunday of Advent, is the Sunday of the Annunciation 
– the visit of the angel to Mary and to Joseph, to announce the 
coming of Jesus Christ.  
 
Our scripture readings give us three central themes. 
 

1. Hope 
 

Our first reading – Isaiah 7:10-16 – speaks of this hope. In the face of 
oppression and fear and hopelessness and brokenness – what the 
Bible calls sin – Isaiah gives a prophetic word of hope. It is a word of 
what God will do. A child is to be born to a virgin. His name will be 
Immanuel, which means ‘God is with us’.  

 
We are people of hope as we look forward in expectation to the 
coming of Christ. What do we hope for? Students hope that they 
have passed their exams. We hope for rain or for good weather. But 
Christian hope is different, bigger. As Christians, hope is linked to 
trust. The Christian hope is “to live with confidence in newness and 
fulness of life, and to await the coming of Christ in glory, and the 
completion of God’s purpose for the world.” 1 We look forward in 
hope and in trust that God will complete his purpose for the world, 
for our lives, for you and me. What is God’s purpose? That his 
kingdom come, that his will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
 
That is our hope: that God’s purposes will  be fulfilled in the coming 
of Jesus Christ. And so I ask – will we choose to be part of God’s 
kingdom? God’s plan? God’s purposes? Will we pray and ask “may 
your kingdom come, your will be done”? Will we be signs of hope? 

 
2. Preparation – which includes repentance 

 

                                                 
1 AAPB pg 443 
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Psalm 80 includes these words of lament. “Restore us again, O Lord 
of hosts: show us the light of your countenance and we shall be 
saved” (vv 3, 7, 19). Three times we sang this lament, this prayer, 
asking God to show us his face, to save us. We pray this prayer of 
lament when things go wrong.  
 
“You have made us the victim of our neighbours, and our enemies 
laugh us to scorn.” (Ps 80:6). What has happened has made us as 
Anglicans, as this diocese, the object of scorn and anger.  

 
We hang our heads in shame.  

 
Our response must be deep, heart-felt repentance for what seems to 
have gone so very badly wrong. Advent is a time for us to search our 
hearts, to turn from what is wrong, to prepare for the coming of 
Christ – with acts, deeds of repentance. 
 
One of the sadnesses of this time of year, Christmas and new year, is 
the abuse of alcohol. People are drunk on Christmas Day. People in 
SA spend huge amounts of money on alcohol, especially in 
December. Are we as Anglicans, followers of Christ, any better? 
Sometimes I think that we are in danger of being known as the 
church of drinkers.  
 
How can it be that a church guild, young people, take alcohol with 
them on a church outing? That young people on a church camp go to 
the bottle store to buy extra drink? 
 
At the very least, when we investigate what went wrong, and pick up 
the pieces, I hope that we declare our guilds, our church outings and 
church functions, to be alcohol free. We have been deeply damaged 
by what has happened. 
 
Our country has just ended the 16 days of activism against gender-
based violence. And now we as the church are implicated in this. 
How tragic is this. 
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We are called during Advent to spring clean, to clean up our lives. 
Preparation for the coming of Christ includes repentance. 
 
“… renounce impiety and worldly passions… live lives that are self-
controlled, upright and godly” (Titus 2:12). 
 

3. Grace 
 
We turn with relief to the gospel (Matthew 1:18-25), the story of the 
angel’s visit to Joseph, because it tells us of God’s grace. If all we 
had to stand on was our own weaknesses, our failures, then we would 
be in despair. But our broken lives, the chaos and tragedy that we 
face, is not the end of the story. Always there is a path to healing, a 
road to restoration, a journey to wholeness. There is good news. It is 
given to us by the grace of God. 
 
Joseph and Mary are engaged, but have not yet come together; he 
hears the news that Mary is pregnant. Clearly, thinks Joseph, she has 
been unfaithful to him, and he decides to dismiss her quietly, to 
protect her from scandal. Notice his care for her, even in this difficult 
time. But the angel comes to him in a dream, with the good news of 
the birth of Jesus, the saviour, who shall be called Emmanuel, God is 
with us. Joseph takes Mary into his home as his wife.  
 
Mary was willing for Jesus to live in her. Are we willing? Joseph 
was willing to take Mary and the unborn child into his home, for 
Jesus to be born into his life, into his family. Are we willing for Jesus 
to come into our homes, into our lives, our families? Are we willing 
to allow the grace of God to do something new in our lives? Are we 
willing for Jesus to be born again into our guilds, into our church? 
For Jesus to live in us? 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Let us be people of hope, who look forward to the coming of Christ, 
the coming of God’s kingdom in our lives. Let us be people who 
prepare ourselves by repenting, turning from what is wrong, so that 



____________________________________ 
Advent 4 - Year A – St Philip’s, Gompo - 22nd December 2019 

 

6 

there may be forgiveness and healing. Let us be wonderfully aware 
of God’s grace, the good news of Jesus that offers restoration and a 
way forward, even in the darkest of times. 
 
Now to him who is able to keep us from falling, and present us 
faultless without blemish before the presence of his glory with 
exceeding joy, to the only God, our Saviour, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion and authority, before all time and 
now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 
 
© The Very Reverend Dr Andrew Hunter  
Dean of Grahamstown 
December 2019 
 
 
 


