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Sunday 24th November 2019 
Cathedral, Grahamstown 
Choral Evensong 5 p.m. 

THE REIGN OF CHRIST  
FEAST OF CHRIST THE KING 

 Ps 147, 148 Colossians 1:15-20  
Luke 23:33-43  

 
 
“One of the criminals who was hanging there railed at him, saying, 
‘Are you not the Christ? Save yourself and us!’” (Luke 23:39). 
 
Christ the King 
 
Today is the Feast of Christ the King - the Reign of Christ – and the 
Sunday before Advent. It marks the end of the Church Year, with 
next Sunday (Advent Sunday) being the beginning of our new 
Church Year. Advent is a time to dream and to vision – to hear God’s 
vision – for the big story, the story of hope and new possibilities, the 
emerging picture of the kingdom of God, the rule of Christ in our 
lives and in the world. Today, the Feast of Christ the King – the 
Reign of Christ – is a statement of faith and trust in the final victory 
and lordship of Christ over all things, in spite of the gloom and 
despair that surrounds us. Peace and goodness and justice and hope 
will prevail, the light shines in the darkness and the darkness will not 
overcome it (Jn 1:5).  
 
Those of you who were at the Eucharist today may have realised that 
we are using the same readings (Colossians and Luke) this evening. 
Our Gospel reading for this morning (Luke 23:33-43) is part of the 
crucifixion, when darkness and evil triumphs and crushes and 
destroys. 
 
In Luke’s crucifixion narrative, within these few verses, the question 
is hurled three times at Jesus – are you the Messiah? It is done with 
scorn, with disdain, not expecting a serious answer. The rulers and 
the people, the solders, and the thief, all ask this question. And this is 
the question that het world is hurling at the church, with just as much 
scorn and disdain and disbelief, not expecting a serious answer: 
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“Have you (really) found the Messiah?” “Do you seriously expect us 
to believe that you have found the answer?” 
 
Yet even there, on the cross, the penitent thief meets his Saviour 
(Luke 23:40-43). And the crucifixion narrative ends with the 
testimony of the centurion: “Truly, this man was innocent.” Or, in 
Matthew’s account, “Truly, this man was a son of God.” In contrast, 
Colossians 1:15-20 (our 2nd reading) gives us the picture of the 
“cosmic Christ” – he who is “the image of the invisible God, the 
firstborn of all creation… in him the fullness of God was pleased to 
dwell…” (1:15, 20). Darkness and despair do not have the final 
word. Today’s celebration helps us to see the bigger, cosmic picture, 
to trust, and to hold on.  
 
Tomorrow, 25th November, is the start of the 16 Days of Activism 
against Gender-based Violence (25th Nov – 10th Dec). It comes on 
the back of a dreadful few months, the rape and murder of Uyinene 
Mrwetyana, and similar tragedies, being uppermost in our minds. 
And in the face of a crumbling economy, rising unemployment, 
foreign refugees clamouring for support, the potentially devastating 
SAA strike, the looting of PRASA and other state-owned enterprises 
– this place of death, of crucifixion - we share in the life of the 
kingdom of God. We are part of God’s story: a world wonderfully 
created by the Father, redeemed by Jesus Christ the Son, with the 
transformative power and new life poured into our lives through the 
Holy Spirit.  
 
But all this- the darkness and chaos that surrounds us, the firm 
proclamation of the victory and lordship of Christ over all evil - 
raises a question. How do the two fit together? How can these two 
realities co-exist? Who really is in charge of our world? 
 
And that begs another question. Given the role and witness of the 
church, are we doing our job? Have we failed? A case in point is 
Rwanda, with the dreadful genocide in 1994, in which the church 
was found badly wanting. A majority Christian country; yet 
Christians slaughtered one another, and often these killings took 
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place in churches. Tribalism, power, prejudice, oppression, hatred, 
suspicion, dehumanizing of one another – all these forces 
overwhelmed the gospel and Christian witness. And we can look to 
Zimbabwe, and closer to home in our own country, to see other sad 
examples of the failure of nerve on the part of Christians, or the 
complete disconnect between faith and life. What is the impact of the 
gospel on the world? 
 
In our understanding of the impact of the good news on the world, I 
suggest, following Katongole1, three paradigms, perhaps a matrix of 
three overlapping not mutually exclusive views or ways of witness), 
as follows: 
 

1. Spiritual formation (the spiritual) 
2. Social-material intervention (the pastoral paradigm) 
3. Mediation and advocacy (the political paradigm) 

 
1. Deeper evangelization – the spiritual paradigm 

 
“This approach, most often associated with evangelical Christians, 
tends to view Christianity’s social impact in terms of spiritual 
influence and motivation. Christians who belong to this paradigm see 
a spiritual crisis at the heart of Africa’s woes, and they view the 
primary goal of Christian mission to be the formation of a spiritual 
identity. When one accepts Christ, one becomes a new person and is 
‘born again’; the rebirth is first and foremost a spiritual rebirth, 
which happens in the inner world of one’s religious consciousness. 
 
“What this widespread view means is that the good news Christianity 
proclaims is not primarily about social, political and material life, but 
rather the inner spiritual life of the individual. Nevertheless, the inner 
spiritual transformation of the individual does have far-reaching 
social consequences, as one’s new spiritual identity as a Christian 

                                                 
1 Katongole, E. 2011. The Sacrifice of Africa. A political theology for Africa. 
Eerdmans, Grand Rapids, 33-40  
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must bear fruit through the way one concretely lives in the world, 
relates to others, and interacts within the social sphere.” 2 
 
The gospel image of this may be Zaccheus the tax collector and his 
conversion on meeting with Jesus. 
 

2. Development and relief – a pastoral paradigm 
 
 The pastoral paradigm is characterised by concepts like 
‘intervention’, ‘relief’, and ‘development’.  
 
“Within this paradigm, the church’s social involvement is often 
portrayed as a kind of intervention – a response to the worsening 
social situations of suffering and instability in Africa that either 
directly result from government policies or are the cumulative effect 
of government neglect. A deep and practical humanitarian concern 
underpins this paradigm. Faced with a perceived social crisis in 
Africa, the church responds by providing relief and assistance…”3  
  
Education, health care, social services, soup kitchens… relief, 
development, social or outreach ministries…tackling poverty, AIDS, 
orphans basic necessities like food and water… an integral part of 
many church’s mission programs – all are part of a new relationship 
with God. 
 
The gospel image for this paradigm is the Good Samaritan wo helps 
the man who went down from Jerusalem to Jericho. The good 
neighbour.  
  

3. Mediation, advocacy and reconciliation – a political 
paradigm 

 

                                                 
2 Katongole, E. 2011. The Sacrifice of Africa. A political theology for Africa. 
Eerdmans, Grand Rapids, 33-40  
3 Katongole, E. 2011. The Sacrifice of Africa. A political theology for Africa. 
Eerdmans, Grand Rapids, 33-40  
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“Commitments to justice, democracy and human rights characterise 
this paradigm.” 4 
 
In 1994, at the time of the Rwanda genocide, Jose Chipenda, general 
secretary of the All Africa Conference of Churches, said ‘The 
concern for justice must permeate every action by churches, and 
justice involves looking at the murky political issues which cause 
massacres and refugee exoduses and denouncing justice without 
taking partisan positions. It seems in the case of Rwanda that de-
politicised emergency aid is easier than long-range initiatives for 
justice, peace and reconciliation.’5 
 
What are some of these long-range initiatives? Church leaders “have 
spoken out courageously against government corruption, human 
rights violations, injustices, and other political abuses. Even though 
the response of the politicians has often been to accuse those who do 
so of ‘meddling in politics’, this has not stopped church leaders from 
speaking out against injustice…some have paid with their 
lives…Church leaders have also issued pastoral letters on matters of 
national significance as a way of encouraging democratic 
participation and helping Christians form their consciences in the 
face of political decisions.” 6 
 
Some point to a link for some between democracy and Kingdom 
values. By advancing the value of democracy, Christians are 
advancing the values of God’s Kingdom…justice, peace, equality, 
freedom, nation-building and leadership as service. 
 

                                                 
4 Katongole, E. 2011. The Sacrifice of Africa. A political theology for Africa. 
Eerdmans, Grand Rapids, 33-40  
5 Katongole, E. 2011. The Sacrifice of Africa. A political theology for Africa. 
Eerdmans, Grand Rapids, 33-40  
6 Katongole, E. 2011. The Sacrifice of Africa. A political theology for Africa. 
Eerdmans, Grand Rapids, 33-40  



__________________________  
Christ the King - Evensong – 24th Nov 2019 

 

6 

“In the face of ongoing conflicts and civil wars in Africa mediation 
and reconciliation are increasingly key notions in mobilizing the 
church’s social and political role within this paradigm…”7 
 
Globally, we have conflict resolution, conflict management, 
peacebuilding; in SA, we have had the TRC. 
 
The gospel image for this paradigm, I suggest, is Luke 4:18-19, when 
Jesus reads from the prophet Isaiah, “good news for the poor, set the 
captives free…” and then says, “Today this scripture has been 
fulfilled in your hearing.” 
 
Conclusion 
 
Advent is a time to respond to the question, ‘Are you not the Christ? 
Save yourself and us!’” It is a time to vision, dream, become part of 
the God’s story, the big picture, think out of the box. 
 
Christianity is not simply an escape hatch to heaven, another 
religion…It is also about what happens here and now. 
 
It is to be part of the kingdom of God.  
 
“The Christian hope is the resurrection of Jesus, which God had long 
planned to begin the new creation…[the point and purpose of all this 
is so that we may] “take part in, to share in and to become part of 
God’s new creation” (NT Wright8). 
 
May God sustain and strengthen us in our witness. 
 
© The Very Reverend Dr Andrew Hunter  
Dean of Grahamstown 
November 2019 

                                                 
7 Katongole, E. 2011. The Sacrifice of Africa. A political theology for Africa. 
Eerdmans, Grand Rapids, 33-40  
8 Facebook article, aaccessed 20th November 2019 


