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Sunday 10th November 2019 
Cathedral, Grahamstown 
Choral Evensong 5 p.m. 

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 

 Ps 140, 141 Ecclesiasticus 51:13-22  
Luke 14:12-24  

WE REMEMBER 
 
“Deliver me, O Lord, from evil and violent people, those who devise 
mischief in their hearts, who stir up hatred day by day.” (Ps 140:1-2) 
 
REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY… WHAT WE REMEMBER 
 
The 2nd Sunday in November (today) is observed as Remembrance 
Sunday, being the Sunday closest to November 11th, the date which 
marked the Armistice and end of World War One. Since then it has 
become a time of solemn remembering of all those who died in war; 
it is an acknowledgment of the cost of warfare and conflict, and the 
many lives lost in battle. While the focus historically has been on the 
dead of the two World Wars, this day has become a time to 
remember all who have died in conflicts anywhere, in the cause of 
freedom and justice.  
 
Who we remember, what we remember, and how we remember, are 
all important. April 22nd this year was the 200th anniversary of the 
1819 Battle of Grahamstown. Next year, 2020, marks the 200th 
anniversary of the arrival of the 1820 Settlers. Both these 
anniversaries are linked; without the Battle of Grahamstown and the 
British victory, the Settlers would not have been brought here to the 
Eastern Cape to settle. Our history is fraught and intertwined, and we 
therefore remember with care and with awareness of how victory and 
defeat, pain and sorrow, the conqueror and the colonised, 
thanksgiving and despair, are two sides of the same coin, the same 
series of events.  
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LOVE 
 
War, violence, battle bring out both the best and the worst in us. 
Rage, fear, anger, hatred, cruelty; those who are fighters have to be 
hard; there is no room for gentleness or softness; survival is the key, 
the name of the game. 
 
But there is another side to it, which is often reflected on tombstones 
and war memorials, and was sung in the anthem this evening. It is the 
words in John’s gospel, “This is my commandment, that you love 
one another as I have loved you. No one has greater love than this, to 
lay down one’s life for one’s friends.” (Jn 15;12-13). In the context 
of war and battle, deep bonds of loyalty and friendship can develop; 
people do lay down their lives for one another; soldiers are trained to 
put their lives on the line so that they and others may live. The 
Marine slogan “Leave no one behind”. 
 
HEALING 
 
As we remember all who have died, we also acknowledge the scars 
left by war. It is said that there are no unwounded soldiers.  
 
We are surrounded by conflict, both within and without. 
 
And there is a great cost. 
 
Fr Michael Lapsley: 
 
“Every time I listen to the stories of military veterans, and bear 
witness to their lifelong moral and spiritual injury, the more 
committed I am to being a peacemaker advocating and working for 
the peace which is the fruit of struggles for transformative justice. As 
well as   the trauma of war as always there is the pervasive gender-
based violence and childhood trauma.” 
 
So we pray for healing for all who have been part of war; we pray for 
all who have been victims or perpetrators of violence. We are living 
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in a violent society; violence and anger is just below the surface, and 
erupts in violent protest; violent deaths are tragically common; some 
would also say that there is a war on women’s bodies. 
 
Healing after violence is a big word. It means creating peace, deep 
peace (John Paul Lederach); a peace with justice, where the 
structural underlying causes of violence are addressed and resolved. 
We cannot have true peace without that.  
 
And there is the healing of individuals, souls and bodies, the healing 
that God brings to broken lives, broken hearts, healing that enables 
us to stand up and walk; healing that leads us to forgiveness and 
restoration. May all who are wounded receive the healing of Christ. 
 
FAITH 
 
In the words of the psalm for Evensong today, “Deliver me, O Lord, 
from evil and violent people, those who devise mischief in their 
hearts, who stir up hatred day by day” (Ps 140:1-2).  
 
This raises a question. When people fight, whose prayers does God 
hear and answer? Which side does God choose? There is no easy 
answer to that. We long to say and believe that God is on the side of 
justice and peace. But when both sides believe that this is their noble 
call, that they are both fighting for freedom, how does God respond? 
And how are we to pray? Is there a place for faith and prayer in times 
of war and battle? 
 
Last week I referred to the pictures of survivors of the Nazi 
concentration camps, following their liberation towards the end of 
World War Two. Today the picture that comes to mind is from 
World War One; it is of soldiers receiving Communion before battle. 
It is a small group; there is the chaplain in his robes, giving the host, 
the sacrament; and there are individual soldiers, heads bowed; some 
with hands over their faces, seeking solace and strength and safety 
before the nightmare of battle. Would they survive? So many of 
those in those photographs never returned home.  
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And I cannot imagine the place of faith and prayer for those who did 
come out alive – why was I spared, out of so many others who were 
not? Or the desperate cries of families who received the telegram or 
the letter, “I regret to inform you that your son/husband/brother….” 
Why? There is simply no answer, there are no words, in the face of 
desolation and loss. 
 
“Deliver me, O Lord, from evil and violent people, those who devise 
mischief in their hearts, who stir up hatred day by day” (Ps 140:1-2).  
 
Nevertheless, I suggest that there are two answers. 
 
The first is that God hears the cry of the desolate; that when we turn 
to God in despair and grief and loss, God is there and holds us in 
love and sustains us through the worst. And at the end brings us to a 
place of healing and peace. 
 
The second is found in the war memorials: that we do honour the 
lives offered for something bigger, something greater, even if we can 
see the flaws and the weaknesses; even if we stand back and criticise; 
even as we deplore the unnecessary suffering and the tragic loss. We 
honour the courage that was displayed, we honour the vision of a 
new world that inspired those who fought. And we pray that we may 
be part of building God’s kingdom, God’s rule, that we may do 
God’s will and be people of peace in times of conflict. 
 
 
 
© The Very Reverend Dr Andrew Hunter  
Dean of Grahamstown 
November 2019 


