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Sunday 3rd November 2019 
Grahamstown Cathedral 

6.30 p.m.  

ALL SOULS DAY  
The Commemoration of the 

Faithful Departed 
Isaiah 25:6-9 Psalm 23 Rev 20:11 - 13  

John 6:37-40  
Hope and memory  

 
“Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear 
no evil…” 
 
1st POINT – Remembering 
 
It is a challenge to change gear within 24 hours, to move from the 
delight and triumph of the Rugby World Cup Springbok victory over 
England yesterday, to the solemn time of All Souls this evening. What 
a special day it was for us as a country, a Mandela moment all over 
again, the leadership of Siya Kolisi, Rassie Erasmus and those around 
them; Kolisi’s words after the match, “We can achieve anything if we 
work together as one” – such a tonic in the face of all that is negative 
and disheartening in SA at this time; and such a contrast to statements 
by Julius Malema in his attack on Pravin Gordhan, statements 
described by a judge as being “puerile self-aggrandisement” and “a 
juvenile rant”. We need – we long for – moments such as the 
Springbok victory to inspire us, and people like Kolisi who give the 
lead and set the example. Faithful warriors. Names that live on in 
history. People we remember. 
 
November is the month of remembering: All Saints Day (1st 
November); All Souls Day (2nd November); and Remembrance 
Sunday next week. Tonight, All Souls, is a time to remember before 
God the faithful departed, as we remember loved ones who have died: 
all those who have gone before us in the way of Christ. 
  
2nd POINT – Meaning 
 
Possibly the most terrible photographs to come out of World War Two 
are those of the Nazi concentration camps, following their liberation 
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by Allied forces. Piles of bodies; the crematoria; and the living dead, 
those who had survived but were walking skeletons, people who had 
seen and experienced the worst that humans could do to one another. 
How did they pick up the pieces of their lives? How did they find a 
new reason for living, when so many had died? When their suffering 
was beyond words? 
 
Victor Frankl1 suggests two things: 
 

1. By finding meaning, purpose, by retaining “their … hold on 
their moral and spiritual selves….” He describes a time when 
he and others were at work on a trench. “The dawn was grey 
around us; grey was the sky above; grey the snow in the pale 
light of dawn; grey the rags in which my fellow prisoners were 
clad, and grey their faces…I was struggling to find the reason 
for my sufferings, my slow dying. In a last violent protest 
against the hopelessness of imminent death, I sensed my spirit 
piercing through the enveloping gloom. I felt it transcend that 
hopeless, meaningless world, and from somewhere I heard a 
victorious ‘Yes’ in answer to my question of the existence of 
an ultimate purpose.”  

 
2. By remembering. In his imagination, he remembered the past; 

he remembered loved ones, especially his wife; and in his 
remembering his inner life was intensified. And afterwards, 
after his release, after the war, he continued to remember. 

 
Tonight we remember. To remember is an affirmation of faith and 
trust in the face of hopelessness and despair – the faith and trust that 
nothing can separate us from the love of Christ; And in remembering, 
as people of faith in the risen Christ, we find meaning, purpose, hope, 
life. We remember with love, with thanksgiving, the faithful departed; 
our ancestors in the gospel; those who have shaped and formed us 
through their example; loved ones, old and young, who have died. 
 

                                                 
1 Man’s Search for Meaning. The Classic Tribute to hope from the Holocaust.  
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And, in the words and music of Faure’s Requiem, and in the Prayers 
of the Church, we pray for them, that they may rest in peace; that God 
would hold them in His love and care; that God would grant eternal 
rest to them, and let perpetual light shine upon them; that the souls of 
those who never knew Christ in this life will be given light and peace; 
that those who fear death will find hope in Christ; and that those 
among us who mourn a recent loss will be consoled as they pray for 
the ones they love.  
 
And indeed there has been heartache and loss these past months: some 
highly public, such as the death of Uyinene Mrwetyana, when the 
entire country wept and raged; there have been student suicides, which 
inflict their particular pain and sadness on those around them; the 
Cathedral has shared in the death of Rev Luthando and Lusanda’s 
darling baby boy. So hard. But there are deaths all the time; a loved 
one slips away at the end of a long and happy life; and there are deaths 
that bring relief and release. 
 
3rd POINT – Trusting 
 
Tonight we remember. We do so as people who believe and trust in 
God. We are in a very different space from atheists - those who 
declare that there is no god; or agnostics - those who question whether 
there is a god, or even if such a thing – god – is knowable. I was 
saddened and disturbed to learn, the other day, that one of my godsons 
does not believe that there is a spiritual world. 
 
As Christians, we are people who believe, through revelation and 
experience, in the reality of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. We are 
people of the resurrection. We believe that Jesus was born, lived, died 
and rose again; that his death and resurrection is for us the gateway 
into eternal life.  
 
Nor did the belief in the resurrection and life beyond the grave begin 
with Jesus Christ. 
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In our Old Testament reading, the prophet Isaiah looks forward to 
what God will do in Christ: 
 

“On this mountain the Lord will destroy that veil shrouding all the 
peoples… He will destroy death for ever. Then the Lord God will 
wipe away the tears from every face” (Is 25:7-8). 

 
Psalm 23 is an ancient prayer of trust in God in the face of death:   
 

“Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death I will 
fear no evil: for you are with me, your rod and your staff comfort 
me.” (Ps 23:4) 

 
Revelation, written at a time when the church was experiencing great 
persecution and suffering, holds out the hope and promise of life 
everlasting; the verses we heard tell of judgement, when the dead will 
stand before the throne of God, books will be opened, and the dead 
will be judged according to their works – both terrifying and 
consoling. None of us can stand before God; we all depend on the 
mercy and grace given through Christ; yet it is comforting to know 
that there will be a judgement, a calling to account, a huge Zondo 
commission! 
 
The promise of the Father: “It is [the Father’s] will that I should not 
lose even one of those he has given me, but should raise them all up 
on the last day.” (Jn 6:39) 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Tonight, in our remembering, we are joined in love and prayer to the 
church triumphant; we share in the worship of the saints; we are part 
of the great spiritual reality that is beyond our understanding, but 
which is ours in Jesus Christ. In the concentration camps of World 
War Two; in the struggles of refugees in Cape Town to find a safe 
space; in our painful journey as a country to find a way forward 
together, we remember, we hold onto hope and meaning; we trust. 
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