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Sunday 28th July 2019 
Cathedral, Grahamstown 

7.30 & 9.30 a.m. 

7th Sunday after Pentecost 
17th Sunday of the Year C 

 
Hosea 1:2-10 Psalm 85 Colossians 2:6-15  

Luke 11:1-13  
LORD, TEACH US TO PRAY 

 
“Jesus was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one 
of his disciples said to him, ‘Lord, teach us to pray’…” (Luke 11:1) 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
One of the most fascinating experiences of our recent holiday in 
Thailand was a visit to a Buddhist temple complex. It was a large 
piece of ground, and there were several temples in the area, all quite 
large – some huge – all ornate and beautifully decorated. Most of the 
people there were sight-seers, tourists, but also – speaking for my 
self – coming with curiosity to see and encounter a completely 
different faith tradition and set of beliefs. The temples inspired 
devotion and reverence. People came to worship, and to pray, and to 
ask for blessing. Here at the Cathedral, we have a constant flow of 
visitors, sight-seers, tourists, and also those who come to find a quiet 
space, to be still, to pray. The tradition of going to a special spot, or a 
temple, or a house of prayer, or a high place, to meet with God and to 
pray, is as old, probably, as the history of humankind. 
 
“Lord, teach us to pray.” 
 
OUR READINGS 
 
Our first reading for today is not about prayer – not at first glance, 
anyway. Hosea 1:2-10 begins on a brutal note. God commands 
Hosea to “take a wife of whoredom” – an “unchaste wife”, an 
“unfaithful wife”. Hosea does so; he marries Gomer, and they have 
three children. We are used to names that speak of love, or blessing – 
e.g. Simthandile – Beloved; but in this story each child is duly named 
by God with names that speak of God’s rejection of his chosen 
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people. God is to have no mercy or pity on his people; He will reject 
them because of their faithlessness.  
 
The faithlessness of the people to God is likened to adultery, the 
breaking of the solemn marriage covenant. Hosea’s wife, who was 
unfaithful to him – “a wife of whoredom” represents the people of 
Israel in their faithlessness to God who had redeemed them and made 
them His own. Hosea’s family life is in tatters, and it becomes a 
symbol of the broken relationship between the people of Israel, and 
God. The book of Hosea is an extended lament as God mourns the 
way in which His people have deserted Him, the one who created 
and redeemed them. How tragic is this story, for Hosea and for the 
chosen people of God!  
 
Lord, teach us to pray! 
 
To pray in the midst of disaster and faithlessness is to hold to a 
vision of hope, that in the end God will redeem his people and draw 
us back to himself. Hosea was a lonely witness in a time of 
faithlessness. To pray like Hosea is to stand in a place of desolation, 
but it is also to stand in a position of faith and trust. It is the cry of 
today’s psalm refrain: “Restore us again, O Lord of hosts”.  
 
We are living in a time when many look to God for all their needs; 
many speak openly of their faith and belief in God; this is a spiritual 
era; but it is also a time of despair, hopelessness, secularisation, a 
post-Christian era, an era of alternative spiritualities – and in the 
midst of all this, we are called to be people of prayer, who look in 
faith and trust to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
The faithlessness of the people of God is not the end of the story. 
God’s faithfulness shines through and beyond, and continues through 
the history of God’s people. It re-emerges in the New Testament with 
the coming of Jesus Christ. St Paul writes to the church in Colossae: 
“And when you were dead in trespasses… God made you alive 
together with Christ, when he forgave us all our trespasses, erasing 
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the record that stood against us with its legal demands. He set this 
aside, nailing it to the cross” (Col 2:13-14).  
 
And then, in the Gospel reading, Jesus teaches his disciples, and us, 
about the nature of prayer – the intimacy with the Father into which 
we are invited. This is a far cry from the faithlessness of God’s 
people and God’s complete rejection of them. 
  
TEACH US TO PRAY 
 
All of us pray, have prayed. It may be just one word – “Help!” 
“Please!” But prayer begins with the words we know so well, “Our 
Father in heaven, hallowed be your name…” (Luke 11:2f) and moves 
into the place of deep and complete dependence on God for our 
needs (not our greed) - the “daily bread” that is our daily need. 
Prayer, in the teaching of Jesus, begins with familiar words and a 
general pattern – for God’s will and glory; for the kingdom; for the 
bread we need; for forgiveness. ACTS - adoration, confession, 
thanksgiving, supplication; but prayer moves beyond words to the 
silent cry, to deep intimacy, to wordless communion, to 
contemplation.  
 
And there are times when our prayer is a scream and cry for help – a 
lost child, a family tragedy, violence and conflict that engulfs us, 
desperation. At such times we face the apparent silence of God – 
which is answered by the image or parable of the person who wakes 
up his neighbour to ask for help – we are to persist in prayer. We are 
in turn shaped and moulded and transformed by prayer. 
 
Bishop Tom Wright puts it like this: “This isn’t just routine or formal 
praying, going through the motions as a daily or weekly task. There 
is a battle on, a fight with the powers of darkness, and those who 
have glimpsed the light are called to struggle in prayer – for peace, 
for reconciliation, for wisdom, for a thousand things for the world 
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and the church, perhaps a hundred or two for one’s own family, 
friends and neighbours, and perhaps a dozen or two for oneself”1 
 
And then we are given the promise of “those who ask, will receive; 
those who seek, will find, to those who knock, the door will be 
opened”; and there is the promise of the Holy Spirit which the Father 
will give to those who ask him (Luke 11:13). It is the gift of the Holy 
Spirit to pray, but also to act, to witness, to have courage. 
 
When we ask for the Holy Spirit, we open ourselves to new doors, 
new possibilities; it is to begin to think outside the box; it is to be 
prepared to get out of the boat, out of the familiar, and into the 
unknown. It is to invite a window of light into the darkness. It is to 
face a dead end and to discover a way forward. 
 
AND SO… 
 
Prayer is intimacy, belonging, looking to God for all things. Finding 
refuge in the midst of the storm and turmoil around us. Being 
channels and instruments and signs of God’s grace. We hold before 
God the tragedy of communities in the Western Cape ravaged by 
gang violence and drugs; our fragile national picture with accusations 
and counter-accusations of corruption and fraud; our brittle, 
struggling economy; our own personal burdens, longing, asking.  
 
It is as people of prayer and trust, who depend on the faithfulness of 
God, that we walk through these days. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Lord, teach us to pray! 
 
© The Very Reverend Dr Andrew Hunter 
Dean of Grahamstown 
July 2019 

                                                 
1 Wright, Luke for everyone, 134 


