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Sunday 30th June 2019 
Cathedral, Grahamstown 

7.30 & 9.30 a.m. 

3rd Sunday after Pentecost 
13th Sunday of the Year C 

National Arts Festival 
2 Kings 2:1-2,  

6-14 
Psalm 77:1-2, 
11-20 (Ps 122) 

Galatians 5:1, 13-25  
Luke 9:51-62  

 
 
“I was glad when they said to me: Let us go to the house of the Lord. 
And now our feet are standing: within your gates O Jerusalem.” (Ps 
122:1-2) 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
So once again the Festival is upon us! A very warm welcome to all 
our visitors! We are glad that you have come and delighted that you 
are with us today and this week. Makhanda (Grahamstown) has its 
challenges, and the signs are here for us all to see – we even have a 
local coffee shop in High Street called “The Pothole and Donkey”; 
but there are also wonderful, committed people who are doing all we 
can to ensure that our town not only survives, but flourishes. The 
Festival is part of this bigger vision of this town, this creative city, a 
good place to be.  
 
OUR READINGS 
 
We have an interesting set of scripture readings in front of us this 
morning. Psalm 122 was specially chosen: a psalm and shout of 
rejoicing, thanksgiving, festival! Thank you to our choir for that. But 
the other readings are those given to us by the church as we find 
them in the lectionary.  
 
Galatians 5 is part of St Paul’s discussion on what it means to be free 
from the law. “For freedom Christ has set us free” (Gal 5:1) – free 
from the constraints of the Old Testament law with its countless 
regulations; we are “called to freedom” (5:13), but we are not to use 
our freedom “as an opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love 
become slaves to one another” (5:13). The whole law is summed up 
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in a single commandment, “you shall love your neighbour as 
yourself” (5:14). The works of the flesh are all the things that destroy 
and break down, and are a mark of self-centred behaviour; in 
contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is a sign of the presence of Christ in 
our lives (5:22f). “Live by the Spirit, and do not gratify the desires of 
the flesh” (5:16).  
 
In our Gospel reading, Jesus is heading towards Jerusalem – which is 
a symbol of our journey of faithful discipleship on the road to the 
cross. He is not welcomed by all; nor is our witness to the good news 
of Jesus Christ always welcomed. Then there are three potential 
disciples, who hear the invitation to follow the Lord, but hesitate, and 
receive hard answers: the Son of man has no-where to lay his head; 
let the dead bury their dead; no one who puts a hand to the plough 
and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God” (Luke 9:58-62). As 
much as Jesus came that “we may have life and have it in 
abundance” (Jn 10:10), the path of discipleship is indeed the narrow 
road, which few find. 
 
Our reading from 2 Kings is part of the grand narrative of one of the 
greatest of the Old Testament prophets, Elijah. He is at the end of his 
life and ministry. He has confronted kings, in particular Ahab who, 
together with his wife Jezebel, was the symbol of corrupt, greedy 
leadership. He has saved Israel from its idolatry. He has defeated the 
prophets of Baal in the great showdown on Mt Carmel. He then flees 
for his life into the wilderness, where he hears the still small voice. 
Now he is at the end of his life and ministry.  
 
The scene that is painted for us rivals anything that Mel Gibson 
could produce. The river Jordan parts to allow Elijah and Elisha to 
walk through. There are words of solemn warning and growing 
anxiety. The tension builds. There is Elisha’s request for “a double 
share” of the Holy Spirit. There are chariots of fire, a whirl-wind, and 
Elijah is taken up into heaven. Elisha takes Elijah’s cloak, strikes the 
waters of the Jordan, and the waters part. The power of God that had 
rested on Elijah, has now been given to Elisha.  
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And there are symbols that take us back into the founding narrative 
of the people of God: the parting of the Jordan points back to the 
crossing of the Red Sea and the deliverance of God’s people from 
slavery – God’s supreme act of salvation; both Elijah and Elisha 
walk in the footsteps of Moses, who led the people of Israel through 
the Red Sea; the mantle of leadership passes from Elijah to Elisha 
just as it passed from Moses to Joshua; the chariots of fire and a 
whirlwind are similar to the fire that descended on Mt Sinai at the 
giving of the law.  
 
It is a moment of transition and change – the start of a new era - in 
the life of the people of God.  
 
A NEW ERA 
 
Pope Francis is quoted as saying (in 2015) that “we are not living in 
an era of change but a change of era”1. An era means a distinct 
period of history, a particular epoch or age. We speak of the 
Christian era that began with the birth of Jesus Christ. The Great 
Depression was an era. The Cold War was an era, marked by the 
arms race, fear and hostility. Musicians speak of the classical era, the 
jazz era, etc. What are the signs of this new era? 
 
It is a new era which is marked, some say, by the rise in religious 
fundamentalism, as well as a crisis of faith in a growing secular 
society2. On the one hand, people are taking refuge in extreme, 
highly dogmatic and socially conservative forms of faith. And on the 
other hand, people will claim a vague “spirituality” rather than a 
defined set of religious beliefs and practices; and some reject all 
forms of belief and faith. Atheists do not believe in the existence of a 
god or any gods; agnostics will say that they do not know “whether 
there is a god, or even if such a thing is knowable”3. And in a secular 

                                                
1 Kaufmann 2019, Become Love, 35 
2 Kaufmann, 35 
3 Merriam-Webster dictionary 
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environment, many claim to find meaning and purpose in life outside 
of any framework of belief in God.  
 
We are at the height of civilisation, with inventions and discoveries 
that we take for granted – electricity, the internet, modern medical 
care – and yet with extremes of wealth and poverty, environmental 
degradation, violence, cruelty, family breakdown. Human 
selfishness, cruelty and greed are a reality. 
 
It is in this complex context, this new era, that we as Christians, who 
believe in what has been revealed to us, are called to worship, serve 
and witness. 
 
AND SO… 
 
And so this act of worship today, and the fact that we have gathered 
in this sacred space of the Cathedral, is in itself a witness to the truth 
that we have received in Jesus. A couple of weeks ago we had 
Trinity Sunday – the bringing together of the three-fold revelation of 
God as Creator, Redeemer and Sanctifier – Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit, yet one God, one Lord, to be worshipped and adored. We have 
just emerged from Eastertide, when we celebrated the central act of 
our salvation, the suffering, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
On the Day of Pentecost we gave thanks for the gift and working of 
the Holy Spirit in our lives and in the life of the church. And we are 
now in the “green season”, the season of life and growth and 
discipleship. We walk with Jesus on the road to Jerusalem, in faithful 
acts of witness. 
 
On this road we discover many things. We stumble and fall, and we 
discover again the grace of God for us, as we are forgiven and 
receive new life once again. We lose loved ones in tragic 
circumstances, and we find comfort and strength in knowing that 
they are in the hands of God, and that the Lord is our shelter and our 
shepherd and our rock and high place. We go through times of 
desolation and despair, when we thirst and hunger for God, for the 
living water. We face persecution and hatred and ridicule, and we 
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discover that the Lord is our strength. We encounter beauty and 
wonder and mystery and we see the hand of God in it all. We are 
alongside those who suffer, and we are ourselves signs of the love of 
God. We face hardship and we discover God’s provision. 
 
Elijah passed on the prophetic mantle of ministry and authority to 
Elisha. And we pray that God will raise up new Elijahs and Elishas – 
great prophetic voices that proclaim the truth and justice of God to 
the nation, to do the battles on Mt Carmel against the idols and false 
gods of our age, to stand against the Ahabs and Jezebels of this new 
era, the principalities and powers of our world that destroy and harm. 
 
 CONCLUSION 
 
Let us be signs of the kingdom of God, signs of the reign and rule of 
Christ, signs of the love of God. Let us be instruments of 
reconciliation and healing in our divided land. Let us ask, like Elisha, 
for a double share of God’s Holy Spirit. Let us receive Elijah’s 
mantle, strike the River Jordan, and walk into the promised land. 
 
 
 
 
 
© The Very Reverend Dr Andrew Hunter 
Dean of Grahamstown 
June 2019 
 
 
 


