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Thursday 16 th May 2019 
St Alban’s, East London 

7 a.m. 

DIOCESAN SYNOD EUCHARIST 

Acts 13:13-25 Psalm 89:1-2, 
19-27 

  
John 13:16-20  

THE FAITHFULNESS OF GOD 
 
“I will sing of your steadfast love, O Lord, forever, with my mouth I 
will proclaim your faithfulness to all generations.” (Ps 89:1) 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
I remember the day my father died. We were in Grahamstown, and my 
parents were in Somerset West. The news came through. I phoned my 
sister in NZ to let her know. And then I sat down. My dad’s death was 
the first time I had lost a close member of my family. Uncles, 
grandparents – but never a brother or sister, never a parent. Many of 
you know just how overwhelming it is to lose a father or mother. It is 
beyond words. 
 
As a priest and pastor, I had sat with others who had lost loved ones; I 
had spoken the words of faith; I had prayed the prayers for the dying 
and for the dead; I had conducted funerals. I had proclaimed the 
comfort and grace of God in the face of death and loss; and the hope 
of the resurrection. Now it was my turn. Would God be there for me? 
How would I cope? Would I find comfort and strength and faith in the 
face of this overwhelming loss? Would I survive?  
 
Those were my silent thoughts. I look back now and acknowledge, 
yes, I walked through the valley of the shadow of death, with grief and 
sorrow as my companion, and came through the other side. And as in 
other times of crisis, it was often the psalms that gave words to my 
silent cries. 
 
The psalms are often called “the prayer book and the hymn book of 
the church”. The psalms help us to pray and to sing. They contain the 
whole range of Christian and spiritual experience: they are prayers 
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and cries of doubt and faith, of anger and rage and fear, of quiet trust 
and contentment. It is to the psalms that we turn in time of need.  
 
It is the psalms that we probably know the best. 
 
It is the psalms that for me have become that inner space to which I 
return, with the on-going rhythm of the daily office, and the pattern of 
regular scripture readings given to us in the lectionary: 
 
“the lord is my shepherd…” (Ps 23:1) 
 
“The lord is my light and salvation, whom then shall I fear? The Lord 
is the stronghold of my life, of whom shall I be afraid?” (Ps 27:1) 
 
“As a deer longs for flowing streams, so my soul longs for you, O 
God. My soul thirsts for God, for the living God…” (Ps 42:1f) 
 
“Hear my cry, O God, listen to my prayer. From the end of the earth I 
call to you, when my heart is faint. Lead me to the rock that is higher 
than I, for you are my refuge, a strong tower against the enemy…” (Ps 
61:1ff) 
 
“Whom have I in heaven but you? And there is nothing on earth that I 
desire other than you. My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the 
strength of my heart and my portion forever…” Ps 73:25f 
 
THE FAITHFULNESS OF GOD 
 
There are 150 psalms. The standard Hebrew text divides the psalms 
into five “books”, perhaps in imitation of the five books of the 
Pentateuch. Book 3 is Psalms 73-89, and so Psalm 89 is the last psalm 
in Book 3. The book is dominated by lament and distress, and Psalm 
88 is the darkest, the bleakest of all psalms: “O Lord, God of my 
salvation, when at night I cry out in your presence, let my prayer come 
before you, incline your ear to my cry. For my soul is full of 
troubles…Your wrath has swept over me; your dread assaults destroy 
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me….You have caused friend and neighbour to shun me; my 
companions are in darkness.” (Ps 88:1-3, 16, 18) 
 
And so it is something of a relief to turn to Ps 89, with its hopeful 
note: God’s faithfulness, the steadfast love of the Lord which never 
ceases… “your mercies never come to an end, they are new every 
morning, great is your faithfulness, O God, great is your 
faithfulness…” (Lamentations 3:22-23) 
 
Steadfast love – goodness and loving kindness of the Lord… 
 
Steadfast literally means “fixed in place” but it is used figuratively to 
indicate “undeviating constancy, unchanging resolution”… 
 
God’s love which is undeviating, unchanging… 
 
“A love that never changes, never fails. Always promised, always 
true…. A love, a mercy, a compassion that we can trust in regardless 
of what our circumstances may be…” (Jason Soroski)1 
 
The steadfast love of God reflects the very nature and heart of God. 
 
AND SO… 
 
Scripture readings – dissonance and harmonies… part of the sermon at 
Antioch… the witness of the early church, which looks back at the 
salvation history of the people of God; part of St John’s Passion 
narrative, the few verses which include Judas’s betrayal; the psalm…  
 
Contradictions, dissonance…a work in progress, a revelation or plan 
unfolding… not all clear, not easy, not straightforward… 
 
“Faithfully reading the Scripture … means permitting oneself to be 
cross-examined, challenged, and remade by the Scripture”.2 

                                                 
1 https://www.crosswalk.com/blogs/jason-soroski/what-is-steadfast-love.html 
2 Fodor, J in The Blackwell Companion to Christian Ethics, 149 
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“By being read, Scriptures work themselves into the lives of the 
faithful just as yeast is kneaded into dough.” 3 
 
“What of my own story, my own life journey, am I invited to retell in 
the light of the way the text of scripture presents the story of God’s 
action in Jesus Christ?”4  
 
We come back to the faithfulness of God at the heart of it all. 
 
God is steadfast love. It is this love that goes with us through the 
storms and trials; through the darkness of desolation and tragedy and 
suffering; through doubt and failure; through conflict and terror and 
disaster…floods, Sri Lanka attacks… turmoil in homes and 
communities… 
 
It is the steadfast love of God that is supremely displayed on the cross 
of Jesus Christ. 
 
It is the steadfast love of God that we see at work in faithful Christian 
witness, in our care for those who are suffering. 
 
It is the steadfast love of God that sustains us in times of trial and 
persecution.  
 
We do many things when we gather as a diocese for synod. We take 
stock of our life and witness. We look back over the past three years 
in thanksgiving. We look around with discernment and compassion. 
We look forward with vision and faith and hope. We open the ears of 
our heart to listen to what the Spirit of God is saying to us God’s 
people, the church, and to our communities. 
 

                                                 
3 Fodor, 150 
4 Fodor, 152-4 
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But above all, we look inward, deep within, to the heart of all things: 
to the steadfast love of God: God’s faithfulness, God’s care for his 
people, God’s sustaining power and strength. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
May God bless us and lead us through this day.  
 
 
 
© Andrew Hunter  
May 2019 
 


