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Sunday 21st April 2019 
Cathedral, Grahamstown 

9.30 a.m. 

EASTER DAY - THE 
RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD 

Year C 
Isaiah 65:17-25 Psalm 118:1-2, 

14-24 
Acts 10:34-43  
John 20:1-18  

RESURRECTION AND NEW LIFE 
 
“Jesus said to her, ‘Mary!’ She turned to him and said in Hebrew 
‘Rabbouni’ (which means Teacher)… Mary Magdalene went and 
announced to the disciples, ‘I have seen the Lord’; and she told them 
that he had said these things to her.” (Jn 20:16, 18) 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
We gather today with relief and gratitude. Good Friday is behind us. 
We have come through that terrible experience – the stark horror of 
the cross of Christ: the experience of death and despair and disaster, 
the end of hope, the end of a dream. 
 
Today we gather with Christians all over the world to celebrate and 
affirm the central witness of the Christian faith: that Jesus died on the 
cross on Good Friday; and on the third day he rose again from the 
dead. We are invited into the wonder and mystery of that first Easter 
Day, the empty tomb, the risen Christ. Hearts of fear and disbelief and 
grief are turned into joy and belief.  
 
THE SCRIPTURES 
 
Our readings present us with two major themes: the first, that death 
and resurrection is at the heart of the world and of the universe; the 
second, the personal encounters and experiences of the Risen Christ. 
Our reading from the prophet Isaiah gives us a glimpse into that first 
theme: wonder and hope, the new creation, new life, the world 
restored. Death and resurrection at the heart of the world. There is an 
end to violence and sin and conflict and destruction. “For I am about 
to create new heavens and a new earth… Jerusalem as a joy, and its 
people as a delight…The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, the 
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lion shall eat straw like the ox… They shall not hurt or destroy on all 
my holy mountain, says the Lord.” (Is 65:17, 19, 25) It is a picture of 
hope. Resurrection. Life beyond the grave. 
 
The second theme – personal encounter with the risen Christ - roots 
death and resurrection in history and in an act of God. It is found in 
our reading from Acts - part of Peter’s words – his sermon, his 
testimony - to the centurion Cornelius, in which he – Peter – speaks 
with great clarity and certainty about the death and resurrection of 
Jesus: “We are witnesses to all that Jesus did both in Judea and 
Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree, but God 
raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the 
people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate 
and drank with him after he rose from the dead.” (Acts 10:39-41) 
 
And then the events on that first Easter Day, as given to us in John’s 
Gospel. Now we are with the disciples, including the women, at the 
tomb of Jesus, and to our astonishment and theirs, we find that the 
tomb is empty. The body of Jesus is not there. Guarded as the tomb 
was, made secure at the command of the Roman authorities, it is 
simply not possible that the body of Jesus has been stolen. Instead, we 
are faced with the staggering alternative: that Jesus has risen from the 
dead. And then, with Mary, we encounter the risen Christ in the 
garden. At first, she does not recognise him, and it is only when he 
speaks to her that she understands who it is who is speaking. She is 
among the first to believe, closely followed by the disciples John and 
Peter. It is their witness that becomes the witness and testimony of the 
early church, and is our testimony today. 

 
PERSONAL AND UNIVERSAL 
 
In the scriptures we are given some very convincing witnesses, the 
testimonies of people who were there on that first Easter day. And if 
people choose to reject it all, if you or I are to pour scorn on the whole 
idea, the whole possibility of the resurrection, then we have to 
discredit and take apart what Peter and Mary and others saw and 
witnessed and experienced. Mary in the garden. Peter and John at the 
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empty tomb. And the disciples, whose words and experiences we shall 
hear about in the Sundays to come in the weeks ahead. To suggest that 
they all got together to cook up some ridiculous story – this is highly 
unlikely. And, given their defeat by the authorities when Jesus was 
arrested, their terror, Peter’s denial of Christ, and the death of Jesus, 
the complete end of their dreams and hopes – something life-changing 
and earth-shattering had to have happened to turn them around.  
 
Fr Michael Lapsley lost his hands and an eye in a letter bomb. His 
own life is one of death and resurrection. In a recent Lenten talk, he 
suggested that death and resurrection is part of the deepest realities in 
the world and in the universe; that Good Friday becomes a metaphor 
or symbol of the many deaths that we experience, and Easter a sign of 
the new life that we discover. He tells of the many Good Fridays that 
he has encountered, and the new resurrection life that has emerged, 
and perhaps none so powerful as his own experience of losing hands 
and hearing and an eye in the letter bomb, but being born into a new 
world of love and peace and healing, so that wounded and broken as 
his body is, he is a far more “whole” person than he was before the 
letter bomb. Death and resurrection is at the heart of the universe and 
at the heart of human existence. 
 
A WORLD TURNED UPSIDE DOWN 
 
And so on this Easter Day, we celebrate with a joy too deep for words 
because the world has been turned upside down. The death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ means many things; I mention three:   
 

1. Forgiveness:  
 
Our sins may be forgiven. We are brought into new life. He rose again 
from the dead as the most powerful sign of all that failures – including 
our failures - and cruelty and horror does not have the final word. It 
means the biggest joke of all – God’s joke – that anger and hatred is 
turned into laughter and delight. It means that the worst that can be 
thrown at us can kill us but it cannot destroy us.  
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2. Victory:  
 

The cross and empty tomb of Christ means that Jesus has defeated the 
power of sin and evil and death; that in the faith of Christ we can face 
death and loss, with the sure and certain hope that death does not have 
the last word; we are joined with him in his death and will be united 
with him in his resurrection (Romans 6:5); the same power that raised 
Jesus from the dead is at work in us (Romans 8:11); we were 
reconciled to God through the death of his Son, much more will we be 
saved by his life (Romans 5:10). We have been set free.  
 

3. Salvation:  
 

The death and resurrection of Christ is God’s act of salvation for us, 
bringing us out of darkness into light, from the death of sin into the 
life and light of righteousness. Death and resurrection. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
As we worship today, Easter Day, we are joined afresh with this great 
act of God. We take the risen life of Christ into our lives and with us 
into all is around us: into the tragedy of Mozambique; into our 
elections next month; into our angry, fragile communities, into the 
difficult anniversary of the 1819 Battle of Grahamstown tomorrow (22 
April); into our families; into our personal joys and sorrows. 
 
Truly, we have been given new life. 
 
 
 
© Andrew Hunter  
April 2019 
 
 


