EASTER GREETINGS
from

Namso

Thank you to everyone who has been
sending messages since I left the Cathedral
at the end of 2017. Many of you have asked
for updates so I thought it would be fair to
share my journey with the Cathedral
Family.

SAYING GOODBYE
On my last service with you, I had hoped not to say a goodbye
speech and fortunately I didn’t. Nobody would have heard
what I would have said because my tears would have swallowed
my words.
I had very little to say, since I do not like goodbyes any way,
Thank you for shaping my faith;
Thank you for teaching me life;
Thank you for loving, encouraging and supporting me; and
Thank you for being umama notata (mom and dad).
You were the best part of 2006-2017,
I love you.

CHURCH
I am currently at St Martin’s
by the Field which is in
Irene, Centurion. They have
already insisted I join the
choir.
Earlier this year, I was in St
Stephen’s Anglican Church,
in Centurion, where I met
Cynthia De Beer. Some of
you may remember her
from the Parish office many
years ago. She has been
quite supportive since I
moved to Centurion. I went
to St Stephen’s a couple of
times, but I had to leave
because it was a bit far from
where I currently stay.

You were the
best part of
2006-2017

After I left, Grahamstown, I spent Christmas with my family
and left home on 29 December 2017.

Faith and I hung
out at Rosebank
Mall a few weeks
ago.
Faith is doing very
well, misses you all
and sends her love.
(Faith was a sides
person at the 09:30
services. We have
been friends since
first year. We were
at New House
together).
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This was at KB's
wedding on 30
March 2018.
(KB was at The
Cathedral in 20122013. We met at the
Cathedral Student
Ministry but he
attended the 07:30
services most of the
time).

OLD FACES FROM THE
CATHEDRAL

THE NEW JOB
Namso is a Junior Environmental Scientist at Jones and Wagener (J&W)
Engineering and Environmental Consultants. I am currently working with a
closure planning team - composed of scientist, mainy, but we also have
engineers and managers). We are writing a big report on rehabilitation,
decommissioning, mine closure planning and environmental risks. I am being
mentored by someone who is famous for knowing everything about
everything, and our project leader is the best in the country at what we are
doing (Who knows, I might be a Mine Closure Consultant one day?).
Our offices are situated in Rivonia
and Centurion and I work in both
offices, currently spending most of
the week in Centurion.
I love working at J&W. I think my
favourite thing about working
there is meeting on Mondays
during lunch time to we pray. Yes.
We spend approximately 30 mins
at the beginning of the week to
pray for our world, country,
community, work and people
around us. How amazing is that?

Behold, I am
doing a new
thing;
Now it springs
forth, do you
not perceive
it?

The company is full of specialists so I am
in good hands. It's medium sized so there
is space for personal and career
development. There is pressure to get all
kinds of qualifications and be involved.
So, in a couple of years, I anticipate the
signature on my email will have a trail of
qualifications of all sorts, just like
everyone else in the company. Watch the
space.
I think it is safe to say, I am in good hands at J&W. I am employed on
contract for six months. Only God knows what will happen afterwards. All I
can say is that not having a car is beginning to become an issue (from my
perspective), but who can purchase a car with a six-month contract and it is
their first job? They are not very strict on the car issue at work, but I think
that it affects my progress at work

THESIS EXAMINATION PROCESS
On 17 April, 2018, I received a letter from Rhodes University stating that the
examination process for my thesis entitled, "The Suspended Sediment Yield and
Provenance of the Inxu River Catchment, Eastern Cape," was almost complete.
Pending corrections, the Dean has indicated that Namso will be awarded a Master
of Science in Geography from Rhodes University, with distinction.

THE SITUATION RIGHT NOW
While I was on a break, waiting for results on my thesis, I had time to
breathe, turn my head around and see what was around me. I realised that
I was consumed by this last degree and I lost touch with myself. You might
laugh, but my first thought when I looked at myself in the mirror after I
handed in was, “when did I get old? And why am I so tired?”
While I cannot tell you the answers to those questions (I do not know the
answers), what I can say is that I finally feel like I have started a new
chapter. To try and explain this;
I recently moved into my own place. It is a granny flat in Centurion, not
far from the office where I work. It is empty, at the moment, for a couple
of reasons (on your right);

1. I decided I wanted to move from
a flat where I was sharing with
the owner, to stay on my own 5
days before moving out. This is
one of the few times I made an
impulsive decision and it has
proved to be for the best.
(Namso will not make a habit
of making impulsive decisions);
2. All my things are at home in East
London; so
3. I am starting with absolutely
nothing; therefore
4. It will take time.

The flat has been recently renovated. The smell of fresh paint and new
cupboards (makes me sick) has been a reminder of the new chapter in my
life and God doing something new. It has been the change that I had
longed for since I have been this side. I kept bumping into Isaiah 43: 19-21,
particularly vs 19, before I left home. I did not understand what God was
saying until I moved to this flat. Every item I have bought, unwrapped and
put in its place has been like a reminder of God is filling my heart and my
life with brand new things or upgrading the old ones. As though God is
making rivers in deserts.
Something He said to me was that I need to stop looking for or keeping
record of the things that are holding me back, the things that I think will
make my life better and the things that I need to get ahead of the game. I
just need to seek Him… First. Those wild beasts will come to captivity, they
will bow down before Him and honour Him. They will no longer make me
feel old and tired.

Isaiah 43: 19-21
Behold, I am doing a new thing;
Now it springs forth, do you
not perceive it?
I will make a way in the
wilderness, and rivers in the
desert.
The wild beasts will honour
me, the jackals and the
ostriches,
For I give water in the
wilderness, rivers in the
desert,
To give drink to my chosen
people, the people whom I
formed for myself,
That they might declare my
praise.

