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2019 Christmas Message from Bishop Tsietsi 

BUT when the fullness of 

time had come, God sent 

his Son, born of a woman, 

born under the law, in order 

to redeem those who were 

under the law, so that we 

might receive adoption as 

children. And because you 

are children, God has sent 

the Spirit of his Son into  

our hearts, crying, "Abba!  

Father!" (Gal. 4: 4-46) 

                                                          

The Right Time 

We live in extraordinary and 

dangerous times – with  

climate change, political insta-

bility the world over, economic 

uncertainty and corruption, 

and a growing disillusionment 

with the ruling classes every-

where. For us it’s a dark time 

in more ways than one, thanks 

to Eskom! 

 

Paul tells us that Jesus was 

born in the ‘fullness of time’ - 

at the ‘right time’. My experi-

ence of Growing the Church 

and Anglicans Ablaze is that 

God has also brought these 

movements to birth at just the 

right time – when the hearts of 

our people are crying out for 

spiritual reality and genuine  

 

life-changing, church tranform-

ing and a world-engaging life 

in the love and power of the 

Holy Spirit.  

 

So our challenge at this 

Christmas time is not only to 

receive Jesus, God-with-us, 

but also to discern how God is 

calling us to partner with him 

in mission and ministry.  

 

We experienced something of 

that in a wonderful way at  

Anglicans Ablaze 2018 where 

worship, spirituality, disciple-

ship and social action were 

brought together in the power 

of the Holy Spirit. Please pray 

that we would plunge the 

depths of God even further at 

Anglicans Ablaze 2020. 

 

It all belongs together: the  

nativity, the cross, Pentecost. 

Without one of them, the rest 

are meaningless. In the same 

way we must welcome the 

new-born Jesus into our 

hearts, die with him on  

Calvary, receive the gift of the 

Holy Spirit, grow as disciples 

of Jesus and make disciples 

of others.  

 

We have moved into a new 

phase in the life of GtC:  

equipping and empowering  

diocesan teams to make  

disciples intentionally. May 

Jesus, born in Bethlehem;  

crucified for us; risen,  

ascended and pouring out the 

Holy Spirit on his church, fill 

you with his life and joy this 

Christmas! May you take your 

place in God’s mission and 

ministry and experience God’s 

inexpressible joy at this time, 

the fullness of time for us. God 

bless you all abundantly this 

Christmas and all of the New 

Year.  

 

+Tsietsi Seleoane, 

GtC Liaison Bishop 

A blessed, happy and safe 

Christmas to you, your friends 

and families. 
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From the GtC Board to all our Partners, 

 

Dear Partners in the Gospel,  

We greet you in the name of Jesus this Advent season, as we anticipate the return of our risen Lord and 

Saviour! 

 

 
 

We are writing to thank you most sincerely for the generosity that you have displayed towards Growing 

the Church. We would like to indicate just how grateful we are. Your donations cover our stipends, our 

rent and office needs – computers, internet, stationery etc. and most of our travel to dioceses to conduct  

training. Most dioceses do make a contribution according to their ability. The Province also provides a 

small grant towards our ministry. So we are very grateful for your partnership. Without your giving, GtC 

would not exist.  

 

 

Month after month your donations arrive. Most are smaller amounts. A few are bigger. But each one is 

very significant to God and to us. We appreciate your giving. Will you please prayerfully consider part-

nering with us again next year? There may be readers parishes or dioceses who are not regular givers. 

Would you consider giving R100 or R200 or more each month please? In the following article we will 

share about how you, through your donations, are helping dioceses to experience growth. Please make 

time to read it. Thank you dear friends. 

 

 

A few weeks ago Archbishop Thabo re-launched the St Andrews Day Appeal. This was a very old  

appeal that had fallen by the wayside. The monies were usually given to an organisation involved in  

mission, evangelism and discipleship. He graciously made GtC the recipient of that appeal because of the 

work that we do in those areas. We have had a number of individuals and parishes give to GtC in  

response to the Archbishop’s St Andrews Appeal. We are extremely grateful. Why? Because we were not 

sure if we would have enough money to pay the stipends of our two staff members in December. But 

your donations made it possible! Thank you!!! We sincerely ask, hope and pray, that you will continue 

supporting this ministry in prayer and finance. Thank you once again and to God be the glory! 

 

More than anything else we covet your on-going prayers for this ministry please. Pray for us privately, but 

also pray for us publicly in your services. Thank you all once again.  

Liaison Bishop: Bsp Tsietsi Seleoane 

Board Members: Bsp Martin Breytenbach; Revd Dr Paul Siaki; Mrs Queen Ramotsehoa; Revd Bulelwa 

Sihlali; Revd Etienne Maree; Revd Thabang Bengani and Revd Trevor Pearce. 

Re: Donations to GtC – A Big Thank You!!! 

Your Prayers... 

St Andrews Day Donations 

Regular donors  
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2020  

MEET THE PRESENT GTC BOARD MEMBERS! 

Exponential team growth seen in the dioceses 

It is extremely exciting to see our 

long-term vision becoming a reality 

and gaining traction, - To see  

Diocesan GtC Teams developing in 

every diocese. And they are  

growing in confidence and ministry.  

A few years ago our leadership team 

began to sense that GtC had grown 

sufficiently strong, having worked 

across ACSA from a central place. It 

was time to transition GtC into many 

places, into every diocese, which is 

where it actually belongs, closer to 

the people. A period of intensive 

training of our GtC Diocesan Coordi-

nators followed and continues. 

Gathering annually, our 3 to 6 day 

training conferences have borne 

much fruit. Our training is always 

residential so that our Coordinators 

can build friendships, get to know 

each other’s gifts and ministries, and 

then learn to work together in  

regions, helping each other with 

regional and diocesan training 

events. The first step is for a  

Diocesan Coordinator to build a 

small Diocesan GtC Core Team,  

followed by a full team. Diversity is 

an essential – age, gender, culture, 

lay persons and clergy. 

In the last three years we have  

focussed on elements of our “LEAD 

Project” – Leadership for Evangelism 

And Discipleship. Research and  

experience indicated that these key 

areas were places of great need. In 

2017/18 we focussed sharply on 

Discipleship.  

This year we focussed sharply on 

Evangelism. Fifty two Coordinators 

and those they are mentoring  

gathered at Maryland, Hanover 

Park, in Cape Town, from 12 to 17 

November, as briefly mentioned in 

our last newsletter. Theoretical 

training was followed by an  

extremely key element: practical 

engagement! Evangelism is more 

caught than taught! 

The Coordinators were divided into 

three teams. Each conducted an 

evangelistic mission in one of three 

parishes – St Dominic’s, Hanover 

Park, St George’s, Silvertown and St 

Faith’s Plumstead.  

The parishes reported that these 

missions were well attended and 

joyful gatherings which bore much 

fruit, and was a huge blessing to the 

parishioners as well as to those 

whom they had invited from their 

community. But it was the  

Coordinators who were some of the 

most surprised people – seeing God 

use them in ways that they had not 

expected – generally speaking. For 

many it was stepping out of the boat 

and then seeing God “carry them as 

they walked on the water”.  

Vibrant worship, preaching and 

sharing testimonies in each parish 

church culminated in leading people 

to Jesus, praying for the sick, as well 

as praying for those presenting a 

variety of other needs.  

On Sunday 17 November our teams 

ministered evangelistically at five  

Sunday Eucharists – that glorious 

arena where we declare week by 

week that Jesus gave his body and 

shed his blood for the salvation of 

humankind. Oh what a wonderful 

preparation for Advent. 

Today we have teams of various  

sizes in most of our 30 dioceses. For 

the very first time we had two  

fellows from the island Diocese of  

St Helena, situated in the middle of 

the Atlantic Ocean. That was a huge  

experience for both them and us.  

 

Bishop Tsietsi Seleoane, Liaison Bishop for GtC and Anglicans Ablaze; Bishop Martin Breytenbach; Revd Trevor 
Pearce, Director; Mrs Queen Ramotsehoa and Dr Paul Siaki. Our brand new members are Revd Thabang Bengani, 
Revd Bulelwa Sihlali-Woolley and Revd  Etienne Maree. 

      

Continued on Page 4 
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Jonathan Green and Ernest Fritz comment: “We had an 

amazing experience! We realized the importance of en-

gaging the power of God when proclaiming the gospel 

and using God’s authority, not our own. The presenters 

all spoke with great wisdom and authority. We learnt 

that dependence on God is key to ministry for every-

thing we want to achieve for His Kingdom.  

We now understand that as disciples of Christ it is our 

on-going duty to extend God’s grace to others through 

our witness and testimony. Through the missions we 

were able to help those who need Jesus in their lives, to 

see God’s plan for their lives,  and through the eyes of 

Jesus to prepare for eternity, - not to focus only on our 

temporary life here on earth. Being at GtC has grown us 

to another level. We experienced the power and intensi-

ty of God’s Holy Spirit changing lives”. Please pray for 

the ongoing growth of these Diocesan GtC Teams – spir-

itually, numerically and holistically. To God be all the 

glory!  

Exponential team growth seen in the dioceses 

Continued from Page 3 

Ernest Fritz, (Diocese of St Helena) Revd Trevor Pearce, 

GtC, Jonathan Green (Diocese of St Helena) and Sizwe 

Sikhakhane (Diocese of Highveld)  pause for a picture 

during the Cape Town CityFest celebrations in Mitchell’s 

Plain which the GtC Coordinators participated in as part 

of their training conference. 

Mission at St Dominic’s, Hanover Park 

Right, these young servers did a spiritual dance 

during the service.  Below: Some people are  

engaging in worship. 


